




Chemtura Appoints New Distributors for Seed Treatments 
and Vitaflo® 280 in Canada
Chemtura has chosen a new “channel partner” to distribute their 
seed treatment products in Western Canada.  With this new 
arrangement for seed treatment distribution, including Vitaflo 
280 UAP Canada will provide those products exclusively in 
Western Canada.

Vitaflo 280 is the broadly adapted, seed-applied fungicide product 
recognized for control of a number of diseases in a wide range 
of crops, including cereals, soybeans and pulse crops.  Available 
in a ready-to-use (RTU) formulation for on-farm treating in 
Western Canada, Vitaflo 280 combines two active ingredients—
carbathiin and thiram— which provide seed sanitation as well 
as systemic seed and seedling protection. Vitaflo 280 provides 
control of diseases that reduce emergence and plant vigour, 
ultimately allowing the crop to optimize its genetic potential.

New Staff Member at Pulse Canada
Tracey Thompson joins the Pulse Canada/Canadian Special 
Crops Association team as Director of Communications and 
Marketing. Tracy is excited about the story that the pulse and 
special crop industry have to tell. Thompson has 14 years of 
experience in communications and public relations including 
Agricore, Agricore United, the Manitoba Pork Council, and a 
brand strategy firm, where she worked with a wide cross-section 
of clients creating communications strategies, marketing plans 
and public relations campaigns.

Pulse Canada releases video on Pulse Innovation Project
Pulse Canada has released a 10 minute video, titled The Pulse 
Innovation Project: Growing Pulse Markets.  The video highlights 
human clinical research funded by Canada’s pulse industry to 
investigate the link between consumption of beans, peas, lentils 
and chickpeas and prevention of chronic diseases such as diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease.  Research is also demonstrating how 
food companies can use these healthy, environmentally-friendly 
ingredients in food products.  The Pulse Innovation Project 
has already caught the attention of organizations such as the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, one of the world’s largest 
philanthropic organizations.   Watch the video to find out why!  
A short version of the video can be viewed at www.pulsecanada.
com/the-pulse-files.

EMD Crop BioScience Inc. Expands Canadian Sales Team
EMD Crop BioScience Inc. continues to demonstrate it’s 
commitment to Canadian agriculture with the addition of 
sales representatives in Western Canada.  The Southern Prairies 
territory, which includes Southwest Saskatchewan as well as 
Southern Alberta, is represented by Jeff Bennett.  Jeff joined 

EMD Crop BioScience in August and currently resides in Swift 
Current, Saskatchewan.  Darrell Flatla was added to the Canadian 
sales force in October. He is responsible for the Western Prairies 
which includes Central and Northern Alberta. 

Coming Events
Agronomy Update, January 20 & 21, 2009 in Lethbridge
APG Annual General Meeting, January 29, 2009 Mayfield Inn & 
    Suites, Edmonton, during FarmTech
FarmTech 2009, January 28-30, 2009 in Edmonton
AgChoices Conference, February 11, 2009 in Red Deer
Ag-Expo, March 4-6, 2009 in Lethbridge

BEAN - Brief Emerging And Notable

We are processors & marketers of: 
Yellow Peas 
Green Peas 

Kabuli Chickpeas 
Green Lentils 
Red Lentils 

Phone: 403-327-9787 
Toll Free: 866-284-7011 
Fax: 403-327-8727 
Email: jasongetty@lagrain.ca 

RR 8 Site 10 Box 23 
Lethbridge, AB 
T1J 4P4 
Corner of Hi-way 4 & 845 

      L. A. GRAIN LTD.      .     
PULSE CROP HANDLING FACILITY 

Free yellow pea storage available*  
Please call us for more information about our 
storage program, and to get updates on pricing 

& delivery opportunities. 
           *Conditions apply 



The RTL Farmer to Farmer Network is your chance to be connected with other direct seeding 
farmers in Alberta to share ideas and experiences related to sustainable crop production. You will 
also receive exclusive newsletters and other member rewards. Best of all – its free!  
Sign up today at www.reducedtillage.ca or contact your RTL agronomist

Your source for 
Direct Seeding Information

The 11th annual Direct Seeding Advantage, held November 
19 & 20, was another GREAT event! About 200 farmers and 
agriculture industry people came out to hear some of the lat-
est in sustainable production systems. Here is a brief sum-
mary of some of the information presented at DSA 2008.
For the full proceedings visit www.reducedtillage.ca or give 
one of our agronomists a call.

Direct Seeding in Australia on 30" rows:
This year's keynote speaker Robert Ruwoldt, a farmer from 
the Wimmera region in Victoria, Australia managed to get 
everyone thinking about and discussing what he is doing 
on his 7000 acre farm. Pulses and cereals are seeded on 
15" rows while canola and chickpeas are seeded on 30" 
rows. Minimal disturbance direct seeding (disc seeder), crop 
rotations, seeding between stubble rows and using tram 
lines with RTK are key to Robert's success with his cropping 
system. 

These developments in his system have allowed soil biology 
to work for him and he is able to produce amazing yields 
with very low fertilizer rates.
Robert is a past president of Victorias' No-Till farmers as-
sociation and is one of Australia's best no-till farmers. He 
started direct seeding in 1983 on the original 800 acre farm 
and has continued to advance his system since then.

Direct Seeding and Phosphorus:
Dr. Jeff Schoenau (University of Saskatchewan) discussed a 
number of experiments that looked at soil phosphorus under 
direct seeding vs. tillage systems.
In summary, the direct seeding systems studied appeared 
to generally have a positive effect on soil P availability in 
the short and long-term, with benefits that accrue over time. 
Stratification of P as a factor affecting P availability does not 
appear to be an issue, and tillage to address this does not 
seem warranted.   

Integrated Weed Management in No-Till:
Dr. Bob Blackshaw (Agriculture and Agrifood Canada -

Lethbridge) stressed the importance of a shift from simply 
controlling problem weeds with herbicides to agricultural 
production systems that are redesigned to manage weeds 
at all stages of their life cycle. Such systems should re-
strict weed emergence, reduce weed growth and repro-
duction, and minimize weed competition with crops. Direct 
seeding allows for the development of these benefits. 
Once these systems are implemented, herbicides can 
then be used in a more targeted and sustainable manner.

Microbial Engineering to Enhance Your Bottom Line:
Dr. Kris Nichols (USDA, Mandan, ND) gave us insight and 
understanding of the importance of the "seething cauldron 
of life" that is our soil. Organisms big and small modify 
their soil environment to enhance food acquisition. In the 
process, soil functions such as water infiltration, aeration, 
water holding capacity and nutrient cycling are improved 
- and that's good for you, the farmer. Soil organisms 
survive and thrive best in direct seeding systems with 
minimal soil disturbance.

Variable Rate Technology:
Craig Shaw, farmer from Lacombe and Jay Bruggencate 
of Farmers Edge discussed how they are implementing 
zone management on Craig's farm. Zones are initially 
determined using satellite images and further refined 
with information from yield maps, field observations and 
soil tests. Fertilizer prescription maps are built based on 
individual zones.

New Seeding Technology:
Curt McNaughton of Rumsey and Cliff Merchant of Fahler 
presented their experiences with new seeding equip-
ment. Curt uses a Morris Contour Drill while Cliff is one of 
Alberta's first farmers to use a Cross Slot Drill.

Stripper Header and Disc Drill Systems:
Rex Cunningham of Mannville and Ron Lamb of Claresh-
olm shared their experiences with stripper headers and 
low disturbance disc drill seeders. Harvest capacity is 
increased and tall stubble offers many advantages.

Emerging Pulse Crop Opportunities:
Mark Olson (AARD) related the research being done with 
pulses such as mung bean, lentil, lupin, winter pea and 
faba bean. Developing markets and commercialization of 
these crops were also discussed.

Direct Seeding Advantage 
2008

- a real mind bender



Smart Farmers Read the Fine Print
* On average, Next Generation TagTeam inoculants for pea and lentil outperformed competitor, single-action (nitrogen fixing only) inoculants by 6% in farmer-conducted split-field trials. That’s an average
increase of 2.2 bushels per acre, for a net return of $15.35/acre. Net return is calculated after the cost of the inoculants is removed using current commodity prices of $18/bu for lentils and $8/bu for peas.
See our website for details. ® TagTeam and MultiAction are registered trademarks of Novozymes A/S. © 2008 Novozymes. All rights reserved. 8066 10.08

$15.35/acre
more profit*

More phosphate.
More nitrogen.

Next Generation TagTeam® is the only inoculant

that delivers increased phosphate efficiency

and more fixed nitrogen. 

TagTeam’s MultiAction® combination of 

N-fixing and P-solubilizing microbes results 

in a synergy that produces $15.35 more 

profit per acre and a minimum 3 to 1 return

on investment – higher returns than any 

single-action nitrogen inoculant.  

Choose TagTeam for the best phosphate and

nitrogen use efficiency – and get

the best yield and best 

value in pulse

inoculants.

WEBSITE: www.bioag.novozymes.com 

1-888-744-5662

Novozymes is the world leader in bioinnovation. Together with 
customers across a broad array of industries we create tomorrow’s
industrial biosolutions, improving our customers’ business and the
use of our planet’s resources. Read more about Novozymes at
www.novozymes.com.
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